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USF FACULTY SENATE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING  
AGENDA 
May 4, 2016 
3:00 – 5:00 p.m., Student Services (SVC) 5012 
 
 
1. Call to Order, Review of Agenda (5 minutes) 
 
2. Approval of Minutes from April 6, 2016 Meeting (2 minutes) (action item) 
 
3. Reports by Officers and Council/Committee Chairs (15 minutes) 
a. Faculty Senate Nomination – Matthew Knight (action item) 
b. Appointment of Undergraduate Council Chair – Michael Teng (action item) 
c. Reports from Council Chairs 
 
4. Old Business  
 
5. New Business (10 minutes) 
 
6. Report from Provost and Executive Vice President Ralph Wilcox (30 minutes) 
 
7. Report from USF System Faculty Council President Greg Teague (10 minutes) 
 
8. Other Business from the Floor (5 minutes) 
 
9. Adjourn - Next Scheduled Meeting – June 1, 2016 
 
 
 
 
 USF FACULTY SENATE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 
MINUTES 
May 4, 2016 
 
Present: Tim Boaz, Jim Garey, Melanie Griffin, Umesh Jinwal, Matthew Knight, Kim 
Lersch, Ivan Oleynik, Scott Rimbey, Brianne Stanback, Greg Teague, Michael 
Teng, Rick Will 
 
Provost’s  
Office: Dwayne Smith 
 
Guests: Kyna Betancourt, Nancy Cunningham 
 
President Michael Teng called the meeting to order at 3:07 p.m.  A motion was made, seconded, 
and unanimously passed to accept the Minutes from the April 6, 2016 meeting as presented.  
Before proceeding with the meeting, President Teng announced that for the remaining summer 
meetings he will send out a call for agenda items one week beforehand.  If there is no pressing 
business, a meeting will not be held. 
 
REPORTS BY OFFICERS AND COUNCIL CHAIRS 
 
a. Faculty Senate Nominations – Matthew Knight 
 
Secretary Knight announced that he had received a self-nomination from Dr. Richard 
Plank from the Muma College of Business to fill one of its two vacancies for next year.  
Dr. Plank was vetted and is eligible to serve. In accordance with the Bylaws, because his 
nomination was received after the election process he will be appointed to a one-year 
term.  His term will be effective beginning Fall 2016.  After serving the one-year term 
Dr. Plank will be eligible to apply for a full three-year term. 
 
b. Appointment of Undergraduate Council Chair – Michael Teng 
 
President Teng explained that Dr. Brianne Stanback’s three-year term on the 
Undergraduate Council, serving as chair her last year, ends at the beginning of the Fall 
2016 semester.  Since the contenders for the chair position are coming up for either 
tenure review or promotion, and due to the technical and complicated work of the 
council, she has been asked to continue as chair next year to provide continuity.  There 
are also a significant number of new people joining the council who do not have the 
background to move the council forward.  This creates a situation where it is best to go 
outside of the normal procedures of the council charge and appoint Dr. Stanback as a 
nonvoting member until a new leader can be identified.  A motion was made and 
seconded that the SEC proceed with the appointment to supersede the charge so that Dr. 
Stanback can serve as a nonvoting chair of the Undergraduate Council for 2016-2017.  
Dr. Stanback thanked Past President Greg Teague for his support and encouragement 
with this issue.  Discussion was held about increasing the number and distribution of 
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members.  Dr. Stanback will look at the charge and membership to determine how and 
where this would be helpful.  There being no further comments, the motion was seconded 
and unanimously passed to appoint Dr. Stanback as chair of the Undergraduate Council 
for next year.   
 
c. Council on Educational Policy and Issues (CEPI) Update – Nancy Cunningham 
 
CEPI activities for the past month included: 
• completion of its review of the self-authored material policy, 
• review of the captioning policy is still in progress, and 
• review is complete of the USF system policy on promulgation procedures. 
 
d. Council on Technology for Instruction and Research (CTIR) – Jinwal Umesh 
 
Chair Umesh reported that this year ends his term as chair.  Two members have been 
nominated to replace him, and the name of the new chair will be available at the next 
SEC meeting.  An archive of council activities from the last 2 years has been created 
using Box cloud storage and is available only to council members at this time.  However, 
it can be made available to others. 
 
e. Honors and Awards Council (HAC) – Melanie Griffin 
 
The HAC has completed its work for this year.  Dr. Barbara Hansen will be council chair 
for 2016-2017. 
 
f. General Education Council (GEC) – Scott Rimbey 
 
Chair Rimbey reported that during the summer the GEC will be working on refocusing its 
objectives. 
 
g. Research Council (RC) – Ivan Oleynik 
 
The RC still plans to conduct a survey to find out from research faculty how they can be 
more productive.  Chair Oleynik will report the results to the SEC during the summer.  
He also raised the issue again of the role of the RC under the RCM model; this 
conversation is not happening.  In addition, Chair Oleynik expressed concern about the 
type and amount of work council members are being asked to do by Sponsored Research.  
He feels this is not the proper way for faculty to use their time.  Senior Vice Provost 
Dwayne Smith recommended that the essence of this conversation be communicated to 
Provost Wilcox so that he is aware of the situation.  President Teng will also talk to Dr. 
Ed Funai, COO at the College of Medicine. 
 
h. Council on Faculty Issues (CFI) – Michael Teng 
 
On behalf of CFI Chair Steve Permuth, President Teng reported that a new chair will be 
elected in September to replace Chair Permuth whose term ends this year. 
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OLD BUSINESS 
 
There was no Old Business for today’s meeting. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
a. RCM Advisory (formerly Governance) Committee – Greg Teague 
 
SFC President Teague explained that the structure of the committee allows for the 
Faculty Senate to have 2 seats with 2 other faculty to be appointed for a total of 4 faculty 
represented.  He reported that after tweaking the title to replace the word “governance” 
and some other wording changes, the recommendations from the USF RCM Governance 
Planning Committee were approved earlier today with no further discussion or revisions.  
He added that in any RCM implementations there needs to be a representative group 
looking at how the model is affecting business by evaluating whether the model is 
achieving what it needs to do; that is, ensure transparency, guard against inappropriate 
actions and meet the goals of the university’s strategic plan.  Dr. Teague pointed out that 
the yet-to-be created committee will serve as a prototype for an official standing 
committee in the future and part of the assignment now will be to determine if this is the 
right committee, with the right structure to go along with the right model.  Members will 
serve 2 year terms. 
 
President Teng announced that 2 individuals have expressed an interest in serving on the 
committee:  Senator Emanuel Donchin (CAS) and Dr. Leslaw Skrzypek (Chair, 
Department of Mathematics and Statistics, CAS).  Dr. Brianne Stanback (Chair, 
Undergraduate Studies, CBCS) volunteered to serve.  Dr. Teague, at the behest of Nick 
Trivunovich, will continue to work on this project.  A vote was taken and Drs. Skrzypek 
and Stanback were unanimously elected by the SEC to serve on the RCM Advisory 
Committee.  Their names will be forwarded to Dr. Donna Petersen, chair of the USF 
RCM Governance Planning Workgroup.   
 
b. Free Speech Issue on Campus – Michael Teng 
 
Following up on Provost Wilcox’s recommendation that the elected body of the Faculty 
Senate take a leadership role in actively engaging in conversations with faculty on issues 
considered sensitive, discussion was held about whether there is an existing council that 
would be capable of handling this or should an ad hoc committee be created to come up 
with a set of principles or values.  It was agreed that an ad hoc could best address the 
issue.  President Teng, in-coming CEPI Chair Nancy Cunningham, and GEC Chair Scott 
Rimbey agreed to work on a set of core principles and any specific recommendations.  
CEPI Chair Judith Ponticell will also be asked to join the committee 
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REPORT FROM SENIOR VICE PROVOST DWAYNE SMITH 
 
On behalf of Provost Wilcox, Vice Provost Dwayne Smith reported the following items: 
• Work plans are being prepared for submission to the Board of Governors.  There will be 
4 plans, one for each institution, and one for the USF System. 
• People have been nominated to work on a Smoke Plan Committee on what to do to 
enforce the “no smoking” policy on campus. 
• A handout was distributed called “Fall 2014 Faculty Diversity – USF vs. Peer Groups.”  
It included public AAUs and public AAU aspirates.  SEC members were encouraged to 
share the information with their colleagues. 
• In keeping with USF’s commitment to becoming a preeminent university, restructuring 
will take place of a new administrative unit with a singular focus on bolstering academic 
success and the student experience.  The new unit will be a consolidation of Enrollment 
Planning and Management, Student Affairs, and Undergraduate Studies under the 
leadership of Dr. Paul Dosal as Vice President for Students Affairs and Student Success.  
The restructuring will be effective July 1, 2016. 
• The SEC members were thanked for their support of the leadership during the 2015-2016 
academic year. 
 
REPORT FROM USF SYSTEM FACULTY COUNCIL PRESIDENT GREG TEAGUE 
 
President Teague reported the following activities from the last SFC meeting of the year: 
• Tricia Hunsader, USFSM, will be SFC president and a Board of Trustee member next 
year.  Jim Garey, USF, will serve as vice president. 
• The Bylaws were revised to correct the initial plan where the succeeding president would 
always be from a different institution to ensure that USFSM and USFSTP were 
comfortable they would not be overwhelmed by Tampa.  Now that people do not 
compete fiercely for that officer position, if there is a very well qualified and interested 
individual from the same institution he/she could be the successor with the approval of 
the group.   
• USFSM provided an update on the campus reorganization. 
• USFSP presented a reorganization which was the dissolving of a department; that is, they 
were getting rid of the label of a department while maintaining a program in 
Environmental Sciences.   
• The BOT approved a 9 percent increase for housing rental rates. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR 
 
President Teng will send out a message one week before the June meeting soliciting for agenda 
items.   
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:45 p.m. 
 
 




